














Slow Food USA provides this financial report in an effort to 
keep our membership informed of our financial condition. 
Complete copies of audited financial statements can be 
found on our web site in the About Us section. 

Slow Food USA gratefully acknowledges the 
generous support from members, foundations, 
corporations and Slow Food International during 2006. 
The financial support enabled us to continue to grow 
and advocate for a new food system, one that is good, 
clean and fair.

2006 was a year of investment and growth for Slow 
Food USA. To increase programs we invested in staff 
to expand and strengthen our capacity, realizing we 
might not see a revenue impact in the same fiscal 
year. The growth supported our existing projects: to 
document, restore and promote the domesticated 
crops, breeds, seafood and wild foods through the 
Renewing America’s Food Traditions, Ark of Taste, 
and Presidia projects; produce the “How to Start a 
Slow Food In Schools Project” guide, while increasing 
the number of Slow Food In Schools projects to 30 
nationwide; organize a letter writing campaign by 
Slow Food members to the USDA expressing concerns 
over pending grass-fed beef legislation; and open 20 
new chapters, many in previously underrepresented 
areas such as Wyoming, Idaho, Nebraska, Florida, 
Virginia and Maine. In addition we recruited 700 U.S. 
delegates for the second edition of Terra Madre while 
we partnered with Slow Food International to raise 
funds for delegates from Latin America. And finally, in 
2006 we began planning for Slow Food Nation.

SFUSA finished 2006 with revenues of $1,412,622. 
Membership, the single largest source of unrestricted 
income, accounted for 36 percent of total revenue. 
Events (7 percent), earned income (6 percent), 
and donations (52 percent), both restricted and 
unrestricted, comprised the remaining portions of 
our revenue. Although gaining much success with 
our fundraising efforts, approximately one-third of 
donations received were restricted for projects outside 
our normal operating budget, including the seed 
money for Slow Food Nation and support of Latin 
American Terra Madre delegates. 

With the investment in staff and the expansion of 
our programs, our expenses totaled $1,570,876. This 
included the addition of 1.5 fund-raising professionals 
to develop long-term relationships and a base of 
support from individuals and foundations, and a full 
time membership assistant to manage customer 
service for our growing membership base. Recognizing 
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this need for growth, the SFUSA board approved a 
Line of Credit to assist the building of capacity of the 
national office. In addition to our line of credit, Slow 
Food International allowed us to delay a portion of our 
licensing fees into 2007.

While we accrued a deficit at the close of 2006, we 
reduced it in 2007. We will provide additional detail about 
the 2007 financial statements once the audit is released.

Jeffrey Roberts
Treasurer, Slow Food USA Board of Directors

2006 Program Allocation

UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS
Support and Revenue

Membership dues $ 502,423
Program fees 91,843

Contributions and grants 489,624
Advertising and merchandise 22,609
Publications income 42,853
Other income 19,474

Total Unrestricted Support  
and Revenue 1,168,808

RESTRICTED NET ASSETS
Net assets released from restrictions 243,814
Total Unrestricted Support,  
Revenue, Releases 1,412,622

EXPENSES
Program 1,169,753
Fundraising 256,930
Management and general 144,211
Total Expenses 1,570,876
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“We were mesmerized, energized and moved as thousands 
of people poured onto the stadium floor to dance together.”  	
       —Erika Lesser on the Terra Madre closing ceremony




